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Objective: Farriers played a crucial role in maintaining equine locomotor
health, particularly in the prevention and treatment of hoof diseases, yet
their contribution has received limited attention in the history of veterinary
medicine. This study investigates historical Persian and Arabic sources,
including Fars-nameh by Qayyem Nahavandi, Kamil al-Sina ‘atayn, and
Awsaf al-Khayl, and compares them with French and German veterinary
and farriery texts, including works by Fiaschi, Moorcroft, Lafosse, and
Hufbeschlag der Pferde. The study reexamines the historical status of
farriers, their technical expertise, and their contribution to the evolution of
veterinary medicine.

Materials and Methods: A qualitative approach was adopted using
comparative historical analysis, library-based research, and scientific
ethnography.

Results: The study analyzes historical terminology related to equine hoof
diseases, the diagnostic role of farriers in traditional and modern
veterinary practice, and the evolution of therapeutic shoeing and hoof
care. The findings reveal that farriers possessed specialized empirical
knowledge and played a significant role in the diagnosis and management
of hoof disorders.

Conclusion: Farriery was far more than a blacksmithing craft; it
represented an essential component of veterinary knowledge concerning
equine locomotor disorders. Preserving the historical legacy of farriers,
documenting traditional techniques and tools, and integrating this heritage
into veterinary education can enhance understanding of the historical
development of veterinary medicine.
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